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Funding Options and Assistive
Technology Resources

Not having adequate funding to ensure your shelter or transition house has the assistive
technology needed to communicate with survivors with disabilities, has an accessible
website, and is able to provide survivors with replacement assistive technology can be a

barrier to providing inclusive support.

Provincial and national funding for assistive technology can be found through many

resources such as those listed by Access AT Canada and Canadian Assistive

Technology.

The following is a list of funding options and assistive technology resources currently

available as of February 2024. Funding sources with hyperlinks are outlined below.

Funding Resources — Individuals

Canada-Wide

e Government of Canada Opportunities Fund for Persons with Disabilities

e Government of Canada Student Grant for Services and Equipment for

Students with Permanent Disabilities

e Disability-specific organizations — For example:

o Canadian Hard of Hearing Association — Canadian Hearing Aid

Subsidies and Workers Compensation Guide (PDF)
o Canadian National Institute for the Blind — Various programs

o Heart and Stroke Foundation

o Multiple Sclerosis Canada — Quality of Life Grant (Equipment)

o Muscular Dystrophy Canada — Equipment Program
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https://www.accessassistivetech.ca/programs
https://canasstech.com/pages/resources
https://canasstech.com/pages/resources
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/opportunity-fund-disability.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/education/student-aid/grants-loans/disabilities-service-equipment.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/services/benefits/education/student-aid/grants-loans/disabilities-service-equipment.html
https://www.chha.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Hearing_Aid_Subsidies_Across_Canada.pdf
https://www.cnib.ca/en/programs-and-services?region=on
https://www.heartandstroke.ca/services-and-resources/assistive-devices
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmscanada.ca%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cgemmap%40neilsquire.ca%7C4f23b982e8ca46f43f9b08dbe56ca62e%7C62f5c50e90b94599883b90b5f7d446ac%7C0%7C0%7C638356027031764671%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fWE8qa2%2Bt4riUrAW0uhHmAQctxVxIRrVnhR0q%2BowJ4o%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmuscle.ca%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cgemmap%40neilsquire.ca%7C4f23b982e8ca46f43f9b08dbe56ca62e%7C62f5c50e90b94599883b90b5f7d446ac%7C0%7C0%7C638356027031764671%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=j%2FpBetWGEkfTzvU7iYlkr4fouJcAY8u%2FA2rZl71tYO0%3D&reserved=0

o Vision Loss Rehabilitation Canada

e Easter Seals Canada

e First Nations Bands — Many First Nations bands have a variety of funding
opportunities for their communities

e March of Dimes Canada

e Neil Squire Society — Various programs, including Distance Computer
Comfort and the AT HelpDesk / Centre de dépannage TA

e Service Clubs — Lions Club, Rotary Clubs, Kiwanis, Shriners Clubs,
(individuals can submit a funding request)

e Tetra Society of North America

e \eterans Affairs Canada

e War Amps

British Columbia

e Communication Assistance for Youth and Adults (CAYA)

e Province of British Columbia Medical Devices and Equipment

e WorkBC Assistive Technology Services

e First Nations Health Authority

e Technology for Living with Disabilities

Alberta

e Alberta Aids to Daily Living

e Alberta ICAN Centre for Assistive Technology
e Disability Related Employment Supports (DRES) through Alberta Works
Centre or Alberta Supports

e |Information on other supports for people with disabilities in Alberta)

Saskatchewan

e Saskatchewan Aids to Independent Living
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https://visionlossrehab.ca/en
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feasterseals.ca%2Fen%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cgemmap%40neilsquire.ca%7C4f23b982e8ca46f43f9b08dbe56ca62e%7C62f5c50e90b94599883b90b5f7d446ac%7C0%7C0%7C638356027031608459%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rtMIxzIF1me7E3ex6%2BAUMkHhNWQ1SIjCm5KhdYxvpDw%3D&reserved=0
https://www.marchofdimes.ca/en-ca/programs/
https://www.neilsquire.ca/individual-programs-services/
https://www.neilsquire.ca/individual-programs-services/online-learning-2/distance-computer-comfort/
https://www.neilsquire.ca/individual-programs-services/online-learning-2/distance-computer-comfort/
https://athelpdesk.org/homepage/at-programs-services-in-new-brunswick/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftetrasociety.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cgemmap%40neilsquire.ca%7C4f23b982e8ca46f43f9b08dbe56ca62e%7C62f5c50e90b94599883b90b5f7d446ac%7C0%7C0%7C638356027031608459%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AhmoMfxcogqN8mDP%2BSg5Tuh%2FRZ0ZJ%2Bdkvg%2FacP2YTds%3D&reserved=0
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/health-support/physical-health-and-wellness/compensation-illness-injury/disability-benefits?utm_source=fbas&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=learn-more&utm_content=disability-benefits-
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.waramps.ca%2Fhome%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cgemmap%40neilsquire.ca%7C4f23b982e8ca46f43f9b08dbe56ca62e%7C62f5c50e90b94599883b90b5f7d446ac%7C0%7C0%7C638356027031608459%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YNjg4zWmdvhvWuuappJvkklKi%2BFm0m%2Bjc%2Fc29xWg6PA%3D&reserved=0
https://cayabc.net/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/policies-for-government/bcea-policy-and-procedure-manual/health-supplements-and-programs/medical-supplies
https://workbc-ats.ca/
https://www.fnha.ca/benefits/coverage-details
https://www.technologyforliving.org/
https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-aids-to-daily-living
https://www.albertahealthservices.ca/grh/Page14504.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/disability-related-employment-supports.aspx%20or%20https:/www.alberta.ca/alberta-supports.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/disability-related-employment-supports.aspx%20or%20https:/www.alberta.ca/alberta-supports.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/supports-for-people-with-disabilities.aspxa
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/health/accessing-health-care-services/health-services-for-people-with-disabilities/sail

e Employability Assistance for Persons with Disabilities (EAPD) for

Saskatchewan

Manitoba

e Manitoba Assistive Technology

e Employability Assistance for Persons with Disabilities (EAPD) for Manitoba

e Manitoba Possible — Employment Preparation Centre (EPC)

e Manitoba Possible — Assistive Technology

Ontario

e Ministry of Health — Assistive Devices Program Assistive Devices Program
ADP

e Ontario Disability Support Program (ODSP)

e Home and Vehicle Modification Program (HVMP)

Quebéc

e Special Benefits Program

e Health and Technical Aids for People with Disabilities

e Programme ministerial des aides techniques a la communication
(PMATCOM) — lends some AT equipment

New Brunswick

e Training and Employment Support Services (TESS) - Employment Services

e Disability Support Program by Social Development

e (Canadian Deaf-Blind Association — New Brunswick

e Vehicle Retrofit Program

Nova Scotia

e Disability Support Program — Workplace Support Program (technical aid & AT
devices)

e Employment Support Services for people on income assistance
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https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/jobs-working-and-training/job-training-and-financial-support-programs/employability-assistance-for-persons-with-disabilities/
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/residents/jobs-working-and-training/job-training-and-financial-support-programs/employability-assistance-for-persons-with-disabilities/
https://gov.mb.ca/fs/imd/atech.html
https://www.gov.mb.ca/wd/ites/vrmanual/index.html
https://www.manitobapossible.ca/programs/#employment
https://www.manitobapossible.ca/programs/#assistive
https://www.ontario.ca/page/assistive-devices-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/assistive-devices-program
https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario-disability-support-program-employment-supports
https://www.marchofdimes.ca/en-ca/programs/am/hvmp/Pages/HVMP-How-to-Apply.aspx
https://www.emploiquebec.gouv.qc.ca/publications/pdf/SR_dep_prestations_speciales_rens_generaux_en.pdf
https://www.quebec.ca/en/people-with-disabilities/health-and-technical-aids
https://www.pmatcom.qc.ca/home.html
https://www.pmatcom.qc.ca/home.html
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/services/services_renderer.17056.html#serviceDescription
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/services/services_renderer.200972.Disability_Support_Program.html
https://www.cdba-nb.ca/
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/services/services_renderer.7715.Vehicle_Retrofit_Program_(Persons_with_Disabilities).html
https://www.novascotia.ca/coms/employment/employment_services/labourmarketagreement.html
https://www.novascotia.ca/coms/employment/employment_services/labourmarketagreement.html
https://novascotia.ca/coms/employment/employment_services/index.html

Prince Edward Island

e AccessAbility Supports (previously called Disability Support Program)

e PEI Support for People with Disabilities

e Learning Disability Supports

Newfoundland and Labrador

e Adaptive Technology Assessments

e \Work-Related Supports for Persons with Disabilities

e Coalition of Persons with Disabilities

e EmpowerNL

Nunavut

e Nunavummi Disabilities Makinnasuagtiit Society

Northwest Territories

e Government of Northwest Territories — Services for Persons with Disabilities

Yukon

e Yukon — Health and Wellness — Care Services

Funding Resources — For Shelters and Transition Houses

Canada-Wide

o Government of Canada - Supports for business

o Government of Canada Opportunities Fund for Persons with Disabilities

e Government of Canada Enabling Accessibility Fund

o Government of Canada Social Development Partnerships Program —

Disability Component

o Government of Canada — Find a Loan for Your Small Business

e Infrastructure Canada - Green and Inclusive Community Buildings Program
e (Canada Digital Adoption Program (CDAP)
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https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/information/social-development-and-housing/accessability-supports
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/topic/support-for-people-with-disabilities
http://ldapei.ca/services.html
https://www.gov.nl.ca/ipgs/disabilities/inclusionnl-adaptive-tech-assessment/
https://www.gov.nl.ca/ipgs/disabilities/work-related-supports-for-pwd/
https://codnl.ca/employment-work/
https://empowernl.ca/service/technology/
https://nuability.ca/services/
https://www.hss.gov.nt.ca/en/services/services-persons-disabilities
https://www.hss.gov.nt.ca/en/services/services-persons-disabilities
https://cayabc.net/resources/
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/ised/en/supports-business?adv=2324-485850&id_campaign=698169014&id_source=1245747982075779&id_content=77859375558059&gclsrc=3p.ds
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/opportunity-fund-disability.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/programs/enabling-accessibility-fund.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/funding/social-development-parterships-disability-organizational-capacity-development.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/funding/social-development-parterships-disability-organizational-capacity-development.html
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/canada-small-business-financing-program/en/find-loan-your-small-business
https://www.infrastructure.gc.ca/gicb-bcvi/index-eng.html
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/canada-digital-adoption-program/en

o Funding Digital Equity — Canadian Internet Reqistration Authority

e CN Rail - Stronger Communities Fund

o Desjardins GoodSpark Grants for Small Businesses in Canada

British Columbia

e Province of British Columbia — Funding and Grants Search

e Community Futures — Rural Business Loans

o Workplace Accessibility Grant — Small Business BC

Alberta

o Province of Alberta - Small business resources

Saskatchewan

o Saskatchewan Parks and Recreation Association - Upcoming Grants and

Funding

Manitoba

e Province of Manitoba - Manitoba Grants Online

Ontario

e Province of Ontario — Funding Opportunities

o Province of Ontario - Age-friendly and accessibility grants

o Province of Ontario - Inclusive Community Grants

e Ontario Trillium Foundation — Community Investments Grant:

Quebéc

e Revenu Quebéc - Grants and Subsidies

New Brunswick

o Government of New Brunswick - Financial Assistance for Businesses
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https://www.cira.ca/en/funding-digital-equity/
https://www.cn.ca/en/delivering-responsibly/community/donations-and-sponsorships/
https://www.desjardins.com/ca/about-us/social-responsibility-cooperation/cooperative-movement/goodspark-grants/index.jsp
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/employment-business/economic-development/funding-and-grants/community-futures?keyword=accessibility
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/employment-business/economic-development/funding-and-grants/community-futures?keyword=accessibility
https://smallbusinessbc.ca/workplace-accessibility-grant/
https://www.alberta.ca/small-business-resources
https://www.spra.sk.ca/funding/upcoming-grants-and-funding/
https://www.spra.sk.ca/funding/upcoming-grants-and-funding/
https://www.gov.mb.ca/grants/index.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/available-funding-opportunities-ontario-government
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Fpage%2Fage-friendly-and-accessibility-grants&data=05%7C01%7Cgemmap%40neilsquire.ca%7C630c77bf189348cecdb208dbdc94efc4%7C62f5c50e90b94599883b90b5f7d446ac%7C0%7C0%7C638346304457019610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=myIu%2B%2BFkeRNXCO7bxBZUem%2BZUqHdTsTz3s7Pos0k6Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Fpage%2Finclusive-community-grants&data=05%7C01%7Cgemmap%40neilsquire.ca%7C630c77bf189348cecdb208dbdc94efc4%7C62f5c50e90b94599883b90b5f7d446ac%7C0%7C0%7C638346304457019610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2GzdCq5IUWIR5KCbTTPWaj%2FWHmKjsl9oy%2BSgqqmtm%2Fg%3D&reserved=0
https://www.revenuquebec.ca/en/businesses/consumption-taxes/gsthst-and-qst/special-cases-gsthst-and-qst/public-service-bodies-gsthst-and-qst/special-cases-regarding-public-service-bodies/grants-and-subsidies/
https://www2.gnb.ca/content/gnb/en/services/FinancialAidServices.html

Nova Scotia

o Grants Available to Nova Scotia Businesses

Prince Edward Island

e Government of Prince Edward Island - Small Business Incentives

Newfoundland and Labrador

o Grants Available to Newfoundland and Labrador Businesses

o Business Development Support Program — Industry, Energy and Technology

Nunavut

o Government of Nunavut - Business Development

Northwest Territories

o Government of Northwest Territories — Funding Programs

Yukon

e Government of Yukon — Funding and Supports for Business

Accessibility Resources, Assessments, and Services

Digital Accessibility

e Accessibility Services Canada

e Guidance on Implementing the Standard on Web Accessibility

e How to make websites accessible | ontario.ca

e OCAD Inclusive Design Research Centre - Accessibility Consulting

e Accessibrand — Creation of accessibility communication and marketing
materials

e Allyant — Document accessibility, including PDFs

o Fable — Website testing by individuals with disabilities

o David Berman Communications

e Cantor Access
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https://atlanticcanadabusinessgrants.com/nova-scotia-business-grants/
https://www.princeedwardisland.ca/en/topic/small-business-incentives
https://atlanticcanadabusinessgrants.com/newfoundland-and-labrador-business-grants/
https://www.gov.nl.ca/iet/funding/business-development-support-program/
https://gov.nu.ca/edt/business-development
https://www.gov.nt.ca/en/services/funding-programs
https://yukon.ca/en/doing-business/funding-and-supports-business
https://accessibilitycanada.ca/services/
https://www.canada.ca/en/treasury-board-secretariat/services/government-communications/guidance-implementing-standard-web-accessibility.html
https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-make-websites-accessible
https://idrc.ocadu.ca/
https://accessibrand.com/
https://allyant.com/
https://makeitfable.com/
https://davidberman.com/
https://cantoraccess.com/

e Accessibility Checker - ADA & WCAG Compliance (Free Scan)
o Web Site Accessibility Testing Tools

o WAVE Web Accessibility Evaluation Tool (With browser extensions

add-ons for Firefox, Edge, and Chrome)

o Google Lighthouse — Automated website checker browser extension

for Chrome

o Axe Web Site Accessibility Testing Tool Browser Extension

Physical Access/Environmental Accessibility

e Accessibility Services Canada

e Canadian Association of Occupational Therapists - Find an OT

e Rick Hansen Foundation

e Taylored Accessibility

e Marnie Peters & Co

e Universal Design Network of Canada

e OCAD Inclusive Design Research Centre - Accessibility Consulting
e Left Turn Right Turn Ltd.

General Accessibility Practices

e Assessment Tool - End Abuse of People with Disabilities

e Untapped Accessibility

e Go forit!
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https://www.accessibilitychecker.org/
https://wave.webaim.org/
https://addons.mozilla.org/en-US/firefox/addon/wave-accessibility-tool/
https://microsoftedge.microsoft.com/addons/detail/wave-evaluation-tool/khapceneeednkiopkkbgkibbdoajpkoj
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/wave-evaluation-tool/jbbplnpkjmmeebjpijfedlgcdilocofh
https://developer.chrome.com/docs/lighthouse/overview/
https://chromewebstore.google.com/detail/lighthouse/blipmdconlkpinefehnmjammfjpmpbjk?pli=1
https://axe.deque.com/plans#deque-axe-sign-in-link
https://accessibilitycanada.ca/services/
https://caot.ca/site/about/ot/FOT/Termsofuse
https://caot.ca/site/about/ot/FOT/Termsofuse
https://www.rickhansen.com/
https://tayloredaccessibility.com/
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.marniepeters.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cgemmap%40neilsquire.ca%7C630c77bf189348cecdb208dbdc94efc4%7C62f5c50e90b94599883b90b5f7d446ac%7C0%7C0%7C638346304457175832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=S6XmNphzCeNfYt7VjPhZc3wSKxjCBdUjxyhn1L47X7k%3D&reserved=0
https://universaldesign.ca/
https://idrc.ocadu.ca/
https://ltrt.ca/
https://www.endabusepwd.org/tools-and-training/assessment/
https://untappedaccessibility.ca/
https://publications.gc.ca/collections/collection_2012/aspc-phac/HP25-4-2007-eng.pdf

Technology-Facilitated Gender-Based Violence (TFGBV) Tech

is part of a continuum of violence that can be both online 3afet

and in-person. If you or someone you know is “*"Canada

experiencing TFGBYV, you are not alone. You can use 7\ WOMEN'S | HEBERGEMENT
. " \\9 SHELTERS | FEMMES

www.sheltersafe.ca to find a shelter/transition house near CANADA | CANADA

you to discuss options and create a safety plan. You don’t

need to stay in a shelter to access free, confidential For more information about

services and support using tech safety visit

www.techsafety.ca

We gratefully acknowledge the Neil Squire Society for the

P ° °
creation of this information sheet. (} NE". SC]UIre
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http://www.sheltersafe.ca/
http://www.techsafety.ca/
https://www.neilsquire.ca/
https://techsafety.ca/
http://www.endvaw.ca/
https://www.neilsquire.ca
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